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THE Councit. MEETING. 


There is a considerable amount of interesting 
matter in the report we publish this week. First, 
comes the Jubilee Memorial which the Council 
propose to make more valuable. For the next 
competition a prize of £100 will be offered, and 
probably under less onerous conditions than before. 
The man who wins this prize must be a good 
student, and such a man deserves to be trusted a 
little more fully than he is under the existing regu- 
lations. 

The winner of the Walley Memorial Prize is 
announced in the person of Mr. R. S. Phillips, a 
graduate from the Royal Veterinary College, 
London. 

The prolonged and heated discussion on the 
Farriers Registration scheme is ended, and the 
Council decided to send the Committee a letter ap- 
proving their work. When the division on the ques- 
tion was announced an attempt was made to have 
the names of those voting for and against the 
motion taken down. We regret that this was not 
done, as it would be interesting to know who the 
ten men on the Council are who disapprove the 
scheme for improving the art of horse-shoeing. 
Mr. Dollar, who led the opposition against the 
Farriers Company, gave his reasons very fully, and 
really only one seems to have any weight —i.c., that 
In the initiative stage of the scheme men were 
registered on certificates signed by veterinary sur- 
eons, and some after an oral exan.ination which 
could not even discover if they were farriers. That 
this early procedure was wrong there can be no 
doubt, but the examination has been long altered, 
and for many years has been conducted in a manner 
Which ensures that no man obtains registration 
unless he has shown his fitness to competent 
examiners. 

The scheme made a wrong start but is now un- 
objectionable, and its results in practice are most 
estimable. To object to a thing which has devel- 
oped into a valuable and useful institution because 
It Was not good at its commencement is absurd. To 

ny any merits to the thoroughbred horse because, 
according to Huxley, his ancestor was a queer 

Shaped arimal about the size of a goat would be 
«out as logical as the objection to the Registration 
Scheme because it was not much good at the start. 

he scheme has developed and is now sound. 

Colonel Duck drew attention to the skeleton of 


the skeleton, and Col. Duck gave a few facts as to- 
its history. 

In The Veterinary Record, September 26th, 1891, 
is a summary of all that is known of Eclipse after 
his death. The question of authenticity has been 
argued a number of times, but there is no doubt it 
is a genuine relic. St. Bel dissected and prepared 
it, publishing a book containing his measurements. 
On St. Bel’s death it passed to Mr. Bond — a leading 
veterinary practitioner in London. Mr. Bond's 
widow made it over to Bracy Clark, and he sold it 
to Professor John Gamgee, who presented it to the 
R.C.V.S. What caused the death of Eclipse we do 
not know, but a note of a writer shortly after the 
event suggests cardiac mischief. The note says 
“his heart weighed 14lb., showing what a great 
horse he was.” According to the size of the horse 
the organ should not have exceeded 9 lbs. 

The next subject before the Council was a vote of 
thanks to Professor Williams and Mr. James Simp- 
son for “the tact and ability displayed” by them in 
their action on the Committee appointed to enquire 
into the position of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment. With this vote we shall all agree. Their 
success marks a new departure for the veterinarian 
which will be appreciated more and more as time 
goes by. 

At a Special Meeting which followed the Quar- 
terly, a motion in the name of Mr. Byrne was carried 
which altered the regulations now in force concern- 
ing the appointment of Examiners. The alteration 
is really a useful one, as it requires some “testimony 
to especial fitness for the position he seeks’. Of 
course, no one would be appointed by the Council 
unless he were fit, but it has happened that gentle- 
men have been nominated whose names and quali- 
fications were unknown to a number of the members 
of the Council, though well known to some. Names 
like John Burdon Sanderson and Sims Woodhead 
want no testimonial, but there is nothing derogatory 
in requiring the nominators to add such evidence as 
will identify even the most eminent candidates, and 
prevent a crowd of mediocrities from putting for- 
ward their claims. 

NoTiFICATION OF DISEASY. 

We have not heard much lately of notification by 
veterinary surgeons of outbreaks of disease. Lord 
Onslow, the President of the Board of Agriculture, was 
recently at Newcastle-on-Tyne receiving a deputation 
who complained of some curiously impracticable regula- 
tions lately issued for the cleansing of markets. In his 


rm Which stands in a case in the Museum of | 
We The Council decided to have it reset. | 
is he _ this will be done with care, as the skeleton | 
sure n ogether by its natural ligaments, which are | 
pared re to be very brittle. It was originally pre- | 
parently. St. Bel more than a century ago. Ap- 
0 one on the Council knew much about 


reply he ix reported to have remarked—“ Referring to 
glanders and anthrax he favoured compensation to 
owners, and said it should be compulsory for all veter- 
inary surgeons to give notification in any case of out- 
break.” Why notification of these two diseases only ? 
To obtain compulsory notification there must be an Act 
of Parliament, and when that is obtained it wonld be 
well to include all scheduled diseases. 
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CLINICAL OBSERVATIONS ON CANINE 
CATARRH. 


By Frep. J. Taynor, M.R.C.V.S., 
Moseley, Birmingham. 


I have, after prolonged and close clinical observa- 
tion of these cases, no hesitation in expressing the 
opinion that the nasal catarrh as seen in cases of in- 
fantile catarrh and influenza in the dog and eat, is 
directly transmissible to human beings (especially 
children) by contagion or infection, and is mani- 
fested by precisely the same symptoms as catarrh. 
The reputed cause of “ozcena” in man is the 
“bacillus foetidus ozcene,” and the bacillus found 
in the nostrils and mouth of the dog (see Mr. 
Henry Gray’s paper) is practically identical with 
the above, both in the pathological symptoms 
it produces and in its bacteriological characters. 
I have frequently noted the disease manifest. itself 
in human beings a few days after a person has been 
nursing a case of infantile catarrh (distemper as 
the disease is unfortunately called) in the dog; and 
in the case of cats suffering from a similar discharge 
from the nostrils their owners even more readily 
contract the disease owing to the fa t, I believe, 
that it is a general practice to nurse cats in the 
rooms used for living purposes, and therefore the 
atmosphere is more likely to become contaminated, 
owing to the discharge being forcibly expelled from 
the nostrils on to the carpets, cushions, chairs, ete. 
where it drys and hecomes a detachable dust, and 
eventually circulates into the air of the apart- 
ment, and is inhaled by the occupant, who in about 
3 to 5 days exhibits precisely the same symptoms 
as the canine or feline patient they are nursing. 
The symptoms run a usual course of from two to 
four weeks; and if not relieved in that time mav 
take the form of chronic eatarrh of the nose and 
throat, with attendant symptoms of ozoena.”’ 

Having several cases on record in which the above 
transmission has taken place I am anxious to have 
the theory corroborated by other members of the 
profession having a canine practice and facilities for 
making observations of a like character. 

I have taken every available opportunity lately of 
holding post-mortems on cases of gastric and intes- 
tinal catarrh in dogs, and have fourteen out of 
twenty-three recorded examinations in which there 
has been well defined ulceration of the stomach 
in the region of the pylorus and several inches into 
the duodenum, in two cases showing complete per- 
foration of the latter. The ulcers simulate in 
pearance and effect those of typhoid in man, and 
hemorrhage from the intestines is a common oceur- 
rence in these cases. 

The history of these cases is invariably of a 
similar nature.  Dullness, desire to drink cold 
water, profuse biliary diarrhwa in early stages ; 
obstinate constipation, and uncontrollable’ sickness 
is the following stage, indicating a primary activity 
in the bile ducts, and as the catarrh ‘advances 
thickening of the mucous membrane of same and 
consequent plugging up, and distribution of bile by 
improper channels. 


The secondary stage is gastric catarrh, frequently 
associated with intestinal complications; the gas- 
tritis is manifested by vomiting of biliary frothy 
mucus, the animal totally declining food, and even 
if fed artificially upon a cold jelly diet of meat, 
mutton, or chicken extracts shows signs of rapid 
emaciation. 

It is in this weakened condition that the animal is 
attacked with the third stage of the disease, 1.e., 
the typhoid or ulcerative catarrh, which is usually 
accompanied by hemorrhage from the stomach or 
bowels, for seldom in my experience do they occur 
together. 

If the third stage is checked by sedative and 
antiseptic treatment of the digestive organs, or fortu- 
nate surroundings and good nursing, the catarrh 
frequently manifests its presence in the respiratory 
organs and eyes, and is usually amenable to treat- 
ment if taken in the early stages. 

Chorea, if well established as a sequela to above 
symptoms, is not completely curable in my exper- 
ience. The cause of our having so many disappoint- 
ing cases of infectious catarrh to treat is proba- 
bly due to the fact that it is seldom diagnosed in its 
incipient stages by the owner, and little importance 
is attached tothe mere symptoms of a dog vomiting 
and showing signs of slight constipation, dullness, 
or loss of appetite, or more serious still the capri- 
cious appetite of a catarrhal stomach. Ii the 
owner be a very enthusiastic and learned dog fan- 
cier the poor brute is unstintingly dosed _ with 
castor oil and buckthorn, or most likely an inordinate 
dose of areca nut for worms, or if the owner Is a 
cyclist, a good long run is sometimes regarded as a 
specific. Consequently these cases when brought 
to our notice are probably well established ones of 
respiratory or intestinal catarrh, and capable of 
defying every curative method at present known, 
and as the owner only noticed the dog ill the day be- 
fore he is at a loss to understand the death which 
probably ensues in the course of seven to ten days, 
so attributes it at once to lack of scientific advance 
ment in the profession. _ 

[ quite agree with Mr. Henry Gray that it Is prac 
tically impossible to detect incipient or negative 
distemper in the quick examination we are neces 
| sarily obliged to give dogs when passing them for 
‘exhibition, but could this difficulty be overcome 
by abolishing puppy classes from large shows; the 
canine death rate would, in my opinion, considera- 
‘bly diminish. The same writer is also of 

that many dogs are killed every year by injudiciou® 
‘dosing for worms when presenting symptoms © 
‘emaciation, diarrhoea, staring coat, capricious 
‘tite, ete., and I cannot but endorse this statement 
forall. The above symptoms are due to a develop- 
ing catarrh, and only close and extended 
'servation will divulge its presence. Certainly 
quick examination, even by the aid of the thermo® 
‘ter, ete., is of very small value in these cases: 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


RupTURE OF THE UTERUS IN THE MARE AND Cow 
—By M. G. Bruty. 


In obstetric practice rupture of the uterus occurs | 
pretty frequently. 
I include in these cases a rent throught the three 
layers of the uterus from about 10 to 30 ¢.m. in 
length. The rupture of the wall is of such a kind | 


Fie. I. 


The uterus far gone in pregnancy is supported by 
the abdominal wall, behind it is fixed by the meso- 
metrium and its displacement to the right is. 
counteracted by the wall of the rumen and the right 
abdominal wall. 

A great portion of the pregnant horn lies free in 
front of the anterior wall of the mesometrium and 
is therefore moveable. 

After complete widening of the cervix one can no 
longer speak of a boundary between vagina and 
uterus, both form a canal. 

But the place where before the stretching 
of the cervix the orifice of the uterus was 


situated has a strong muscular layer, and 
during contraction of the uterus is easily to 
be felt. There is there a girdle of greater 
tension which is formed by the contraction 


1—Before commencement of birth. 


4—After birth. 


°*~Expelling period. II. 


th 
. /ut the muscular layer, which is the least elastic, 


2—Opening period. 


of the circular muscular layer. This ring is 
situated a few centimetres in front of the 
promontory along the side of the wall of the 
uterus and in front of the symphysis pubis. 
One can feel it most easily when the foetal 
liquids are evacuated. It is not sharply 
defined, it extends forward and backward in 
the zones of least tension. 

In the uterus during parturition one can 
distinguish (Fig.I) 1. a cervix portion, 2. an 
anterior (upper) segment () that conforms 
with the small curvature of the pregnant 
horn, also the place where the mesometrium 
is attached, 3. a hinder segment (c) that lies 
in front of and under the anterior wall of the 
pubis, also a portion not supported by the ab- 
dominal wall, 4. an under segment (d) wholly 
supported on the abdominal wall, and 5. a 
fundus portion (e). This portion is situated 
quite anteriorly and first contracts during 
parturition. 

With regard to the muscular coat of the 
uterus, the following may be noticed. Rabs 
examinations have proved that the muscular 
layer of the uterus is strongest at the small 
curvature and weakest at the great curva- 
ture. The muscular fibres of the mesomet- 
rium spread out as a longitudinal muscular 
layer on the small curvature. Further, it has 
been found that in the muscular iissue of the 
highly gravid uterus the longitudinal mus- 
cular layer is not spread over the whole 
surface of the uterus, but it is limited to two 
flat, broad strips of which one is continued 
along the great and the other along the 
small curvature of the uterus. The con- 
traction of these muscular strips shortens 
the long axis of the uterus. 

The blood vessels of the uterus extend 
along the mesometrium of the uterus. The 
arteries come from the uterine artery, which 
us a principle vessel, runs along and ramifies 


in the small curvature; these branches run perpen- 


torn first, then follows the mucosa and finally | dicular to the chief vessel and branch out of the 


the Serosa,. 


surface of the uterus. The veins are parallel to 


To obtain an accurate knowledge of rupture of | the arteries and asa rule each artery 1s accompanied 


the 
uterus, it is necessary to pay particular attention | by two viens. 


to the t 


natomin ey of the uterus and to consider its 


leal relations in view of parturition. 


The veins discharge at the small 
curvature in a network that empties its blood finally 
into the veniuteri. By the great quantity of vessels 


fl, 
e 
| 
j 
.%¢ 
4 
yf 
( ( ( 
it. 
)- A ’ / \ } 
\ / 


462 | THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fanuary 23 14904 


the resistance of the small curvature is plainly 
strengthened. 

Examination of uterine contactions during par- 
turition show that the contraction of the uterus is 
not a contraction in toto, but that one must conclude 
that the waves of contraction extend slowly over 
the organ from the fundus to the cervix. 

In the uterus at parturition one can distinguish 


a portion which contracts itself and a_bottle-like 


portion. The contraction begins at the fundus 
uteri and when this contraction is met by abdominal 
pressure a pushing forward of the foetus towards 
the cervical canal is caused, no more relaxation of 
the fundus portion takes place ; the lumen remains 
smaller and the uterine wall thicker. That the wall 
of the uterus is thicker is, on the one hand, due to 
the contraction, through which the cotyledons lie 
closer to one another in the fundus uteri; on the 
other hand it is due to the drawing nearer to one 
another of the circular muscular fibres. The long 
axis of the uterus is shortened through the contrac- 
tion of the longitudinal strips of muscle. 

If the foetal liquids have now become fully evacua- 
ted and the foetus is still im utero, then the uterus 
with its contents rests on the abdominal wall. The 
fundus portions of the uterus is pressed by the 
weight of the faetus on the abdominal wall, and as a 
result the anterior as well as the posterior uterine 
segment becomes stretched. But this is in a far 
worse position because, as we have previously said, 
it is much the weaker. The accompanying diagram 
shows how this contraction takes place. (Fig. IT.) 

From the above it follows that the anterior and 
posterior uterine segments which both form the 
bottle like portion possess small resistance, and that 
if in consequence of certain abnormal behaviour of 
the foetus the posterior uterine segment becomes 
stretched the danger of a rupture is greatest. And, 
indeed, the rent in most cases takes place at this 
spot, as well in the mare as in the cow. 

G. M. 
be continued. ) 


Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


(Continued from p. 456). 
JUBILEE MEMORIAL AND Bursary Funp. 

Mr. TRIGGER read the report, which stated that at a 
meeting held on the 7th inst. the Committee recommen- 
ded that the Bursary prize be increased to £100, and 
that the Council fix the date of the next examination at 
— April meeting, the conditions to remain as hereto- 

ore, 

Mr. TriGcer: L would remind the Council that the 
prize previously was £80, and that did not bring us a 
single application. We have now rather over £100 ac- 
cumulated, and we can afford to give £1( 0, and we sug- 
gest that that amount should be given. We have to 
give two months notice of the examination, and there- 
fore | shall move that the date of the examination be 
fixed at the April meeting oi ~Council. 

The Presipent: | might point out that in the rules 


that the money will be paid in advance if the candidate 
woduces certificates of having attended. I do not see 

Rie you can pay him in advance if he has to attend. 

That is an error which ought to be corrected. 

Prof. Dewar : I would point out also that it is almost 

impossible for the candidates to get through the exami- 

nation inone day. There are four subjects, and I would 

not like to be one of those examined, and write away for 

eight hours. 

The PrestmpENT: Will you give notice of motion to 

amend the rules in connection with it. 

Prof. Dewar: I beg to move that it be made plain 

~~ the examination can take place on two consecutive 
ays. 

The PRESIDENT: It will be necessary to give notice of 

an amendment to the regulations. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Prof. Dewar, 

the report was adopted. 


THE WALLEY MEMoRIAL PRIZE CoMPETITION. 


The SECRETARY read the report, which stated that 
examinations were held simultaneously in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, on October 3rd. Eight candi- 
dates entered, two of whom did not present themselves. 
The Examiners reported that in nearly all sections the 
papers were of an average merit, and that it might be 
considered a satisfactory examination. The highest 
number of marks was obtained by Mr. R. S. Phillips, 
R.V.C. Camden Town, to whom the prize was awarded. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. Wragg, 
the report was adopted. 

FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 

The Secretary read the report, which has already a 
eared in the journals, and was, on the motion of Mr. 
Mason, seconded by Mr. Wragg, adopted. 


FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF LETTER FROM THE 
WorRSHIPFUL COMPANY OF FARRIERS. 


The PrestpENT : The next business is to further con- 
sider the letter from the Worshipful Company of Far- 
riers. Mr. Wragg will continue the discussion that was 
adjourned from the last quarterly meeting of Council. 

Mr. Wrace: Mr. President and gentlemen, [ am 
quite sure you will all believe with me that it is unneces- 
sary for me to recapitulate what I said at the last meet- 
ing, | propose to go on from where I left off. Mr. Dol- 
lar said | was at the Royal Agricultural Society's show at 
Park Royal in June. ee 

Mr. Dotiar: rise toa point of order. think tt 
was agreed among the whole Council on the last occasio! 
that no speeches shozld be read, and | beg therefore, st; 
to call your attention to the fact that this speech is be 
ing read. 

Mr. Wrage: After Mr. Dollar has read his speech. 

The PRESIDENT : Order, order. ‘There was no resoll- 
tion come to by this Council that there should be n° 
written speeches. Continue, Mr. Wragg. J 

Mr. Wrace: Mr. Dollar said [ was at the Roy 
Agricultural Society’s Show at Park Royal in June. 
there saw Mr. Malcolm, who was acting as judge at the 
shoeing competition. I said to him “ Are you acting 
the Worshipful Company of Farriers!” Mr. Malco® 
answered “No.” “Are you under the control of = 
Worshipful Company of Farriers?” — Mr. Maleo 
answered “ No.” He cited this as he thought to show 
that the examinations were conducted in a very af 
hazard manner. | think even Mr. Dollar will a 
that Mr. Malcolm and Mr. Parker are both members @ 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, who wit 
every qualification, and are eminently capable of — 
ining shoeing smiths for registration. No, they lect’ 
not engaged by the Farriers Company, they were - an 
ed by the Royal Agricultural Society of Englam ‘every 


and regulations in connection with the Bursary it states 


the Royal Agricultural Society of England, ke . ; 
: other similar body, always selects one of their judge 
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and examiners from the list kept and approved by the | 
Farriers Company—here is a list of the judges, sir, (the 
list was handed in)—a fact that Mr. Dollar is perfectly 
aware of. Another fact that Mr. Dollar is perfectly 
aware of is that the first prize winners in each class at 
the Shoeing Competition of the R.A.S.E. have presented 
to them at the livery dinner of the Worshipful Company 
of Farriers in November the Freedom of the Company, 
and also that the judges sign the Society’s form for each 
candidate, certifying that the candidate is a fit and pro- 
per person to beadmitted to the Register of the Company, 
the originals of which I produce. (The originals were pro- 
duced. 

I thea I have shown that this scheme, in which no 
step has been taken but by the advice and_ concurrence 
of the veterinary surgeons who have worked on the com- 
mittee, and which, from _ own experience, and from 
the experience of many other veterinary surgeons who 
have assisted either as judges, examiners, or lecturers, 
has done a vast amount of good in improving the prac- 
tical and theoretical knowledge of the shoeing smith in 
many parts of England and deserves the — of the 
Council—(hear, hear)—who, if they withhold their sup- 
port, will not only do an incalculable amount of harm to 
registration but will be the only body which has hitherto 
given the scheme any assistance which now, through the 
freak of one member of Council, withdraws their sup- 
port. I should now conclude my remarks, but two days 
ago I received two letters, one bearing date January Ist, 
1904. This letter the Court of the Farriers Company at 
their meeting yesterday considered it was beneath their 
dignity to take notice of such a document, the Master 
remarking that it was a breach of confidence for Mr. 
Dollar to send that letter, either to the members of the 
Court or the Council of the R.C.V.S., especially as he 
had given an undertaking not to take any further action 
until the report had been resented, which was only done 
yesterday. 

Mr. Dotan: May Lask whether the Master informed 
you of these confidential proceedings of the Court of the 
Company in order that you might here bring them be- 
fore the public. 

r. Wrace: Yes. 

Mr. Dotiar : He broke the confidence which is impos- 
ed on him asa Master in order to allow you to make 
that statement. 

The PrestpENT : Order, order. 

Mr. Dottar: That is evidently the position of 
affairs. 

Mr. Wrac«: [ shall treat that letter with the same 
eee as the Court of the Farriers’ Company treated 


Among other resolutions the following were passed— 
hat the Registration Committee be re-appointed.” 
is Was carried by five votes to three, Mr. Dollar pro- 
posing an amendment that it be dissolved. The minority 
of three were Mr. Dollar, his father, and brother. 
Mr. DoLiar : All the others were members of the 
registration Committee itself. 
Wrace : That is not true. 
Mr. Dottar : That is a fact. 
Mr. Wrace : It is untrue, and you know it. 
. € PRESIDENT : Order, order. Really this is most 
nseemly, 
Mr, Dotiar : Sitting in judgment on themselves. 
: Another resolution that was carried was 
the owe report of Mr. Lambert was quite in favour of 
sistration Committee, and that the Registration 
mittee be thanked for the work they had done. 
m 2LLAR: Linust rise— 
i PRESIDENT : Order, please. 
:--to characterise that statement as 
will not , inaccurate. It is not a statement of fact. | 
in certain it by the short word which is used 
an classes of society, but it is not the fact. 


“ 


Mr. Wrace: Although I do not propose to take any 
notice of that letter I have here a copy of the report of 
Mr. Lambert, and I propose fora few moments to in- 
flict some of it on the Council. Mr. Lambert says :— 
“Mr. Dollar is not quite accurate in saying as he does 
in his letter of 22nd June last, that “ It is impossible to 
learn from the annual reports or the Register how many 
men have been admitted by either method, “7.e., by 
any one of the four methods previously specified, 
namely : (a) without examination ; (4) by oral examina- 
tion only ; (¢) by wral examination subsequent to a 
manual examination carried out by an Agricultural 
Society ; (7) by a manual and oral examination carried 
out under the Registration Committee’s own orders. 
For in the published list of Registered Shoeing Smiths, 
revised to 31st March, 1902 (a copy of which is now be- 
fore me and which must, I suppose, be taken from the 
Register), certain names are marked with an asterisk, 
and at the head of the list is a note, “Those marked * 
have passed the prescribed examination,” so that there 
is no difficulty in distinguishing those who have been 
admitted without examination. It is stated in the 
annual report for 1891 that all the applications received 
up to the 3lst March, 1891, were considered separately 
and reported upon by members of the General Purposes 
Committee, and every care was taken to admit to the 
Register duly qualified men only. I am told by Mr. 
Bayard that in the case of those Smiths who were regis- 
tered without examination, two testimonials of efficiency 
were required, that, with few exceptions, one of the 
testimonials was from a veterinary surgeon, and was 
therefore considered to afford sufticient evidence of capa- 
city; that the other was commonly a letter from some 
person who was an owner of horses in the district in 
which the smith lived, and who had been in the habit of 
employing the smith; and that each case was carefully 
considered before the smith was admitted to the Regis- 
ter. Whatever may be thought of the prudence of the 
course adopted, it is clear that the original scheme con- 
templated the registration of smiths who had not under- 
gone an examination. 

During the interval between the 31st March, 1891, and 
the passing of the resolution of the 5th June, 1893, it ap- 
peared (as already mentioned) that smiths were registered 
after a merely oral examination, conducted in part “ by 
means of models, ete.” (Annual report for 1892). Even 
without reference to the opinions cited by Mr. Dollar, 
the Court will probably have no difficulty in judging 
whether such an examination could be an adequate test 
of efficiency. 

It appears to be the fact that most of the smiths who 
of late years have been admitted to the Register have 
been admitted after a manual examination at a meeting 
or show inaugurated and managed by some agricultural 
society, the candidates being subsequently examined 
orally with a view to their admission to the Register. 

Mr. Dottar: I should like, Mr. President, to know 
whether I may be permitted to ask a question of Mr. 
Wragg, and that is whether the report, which he is read- 
ing to us, is marked “private and confidential ” in large 
characters on the front. I have been precluded from 
using this report which Mr. Wragg is now reading to 


ou. 

Mr. Wrace : I may remark that Mr. Dollar in the 
letter which he sent to every member of this Council has 
quoted from this report. 

Mr. Dotiar: have quoted from the Report, out Is 
the report marked “ private and confidential !” 

Mr. Wrace: I am answering that now. 

Mr. Dotiar: That is the question | want an answer to. 

Mr. Wrace: I am going to answer the President. 
His report was marked “ private _and_ confidential,” but 
that is crossed out, as [ received it this morning. 

Mr. Dottar: That is very convenient for Mr. Wragg. 
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The PRESIDENT: It is no longer marked “ private and 
confidential.” 

Mr. DotLaR: Very good, sir; then I shall be able to 
avail myself of it. 

The PRESIDENT : Continue, Mr. Wragg. 

Mr. Wraca: I understand that no candidate is regis- 
tered unless the person conducting the manual examina- 
tion is one of the examiners who has been approved by 
the Registration Committee and is on the list of exam- 
iners previously prepared by the Registration Com- 
mittee. 

I have not been furnished with any evidence which in 
my opinion shows that misconduct on the part of a 
Registered smith has been prompted by the Registration 
Comuiittee, or has been facilitated by anything done by 
the Registration Committee. 

The 35 cases cited by Mr. Dollar in The Veterinary 
Record of 23rd May last, are cases of men who have used 
the word “ Veterinary ” in describing themselves or their 
forges, or have in some other way suggested that they 
are qualified to practise as veterinary surgeons. But it 
is not shown that the possession of the certificate of 
registration enabled them to mislead persons of ordinary 
intelligence; or that in issuing the certificate the Regis- 
tration Committee omitted to take any precaution 
against fraud which they ought in prudence have taken. 
“The business of life could not be conducted if it were 
required that men should anticipate and expressly 
guard against the wiley devices to which the deceitful 
may resort.” 

1 do not understand Mr. Dollar to mean that the 
Registration Committee has introduced ignorant farriers 
into the country, but that it has supplied an instrument 

of fraud to those who were already there 

L have compared the form of certificate originally 
used by the Registration Committee and the form now 
in use with the diplomas of the College, and it appears 
to me that there is no such similarity as to justify the 
use of the words * Colourable imitation.” Therefore, Mr. 
Dollar is accused there of untruth. I think Mr. Dollar 
is mistaken in supposing that the Registration Com- 
mittee has not been duly constituted for several years 

vast. 

The original scheme to which Mr. Dollar refers did 
indeed provide that the Registration Committee should 
be constituted in a particular way. But it also provided 
that the Company, on the recommendation of the Regis- 
tration Committee, might alter the terms of the scheme. 
[see no reason for saying that this power of alteration 
«lid not extend to the constitution of the Registration 
Committee, or that the alteration was not atfected in 
the manner prescribed by the original scheme. If the 
original scheme had prohibited any alteration in the 
constitution of the Registration Conunittee, the with- 
drawal of the College or of the Society would have 
made the working of the scheme impossible. 

The Registration Committee has published year by 
year a balance sheet and account of receipts and ex- 

venditure, and these have been duly audited by a well- 
snown firm of accountants. The figures are stated in 
the annual reports, and it does not appear to me that 
it is within my province to offer any opinion on the 
question whether there is good ground for Mr. Dollar’s 
complaints with regard to what he described as the 
lavish expenditure on rent and oftice expenses. I am 
not able to see the reason for the statement contained on 
page 5 of his letter of the 22nd June last that the ex- 
—— on reut, office expenses, ete., “would never 
wave been incurred had the original proiises been 
carried out.” 

There are a few further observations which I think it 
is desirable to make : 

1. As regards the admission of smiths who were in 
practice at the date of the «riginal scheme, the Regis- 
tration Committee was not, in my opinion, ina position 


analogous to that of a body having or seeking to obtain 
powers exercisable over the members of a profession. It 
was under no obligation to register any smith merely 
because he had been practicing as a smith before the 
date of the scheme ; and it had no power to interfere 
with any smith who did not choose to apply for regis- 
tration. It may have seemed to the Registration Com- 
mittee that if it were to begin by recognising no claim 
to registration except the claim of those who should pass 
an oral and manual examination there would be but few 
applications for registration and the scheme would lead 
to nothing. Assuming that the plan adopted as to ad- 
mission without examination was a mistake, I see 
nothing to show that it was such a mistake as could not 
be made by honest men of business capacity. And it is 
the fact that some members of the Registration Com- 
mittee who could not possibly expect to derive any 
advantage for themselves, devoted to the working of 
the scheme considerable sums of money as well as much 
time and labour. 

2. In judging of the conduct of the Registration Com- 
mittee it must not be considered that everything men- 
tioned as an object of the scheme is a thing which the 
Registration Committee had bound itself to accomplish. 

The scheme could not even be brought to the notice 
of the numerous members of the trade without incur- 
ring great expense and imposing a large amount of 
clerical work on the Registration Committee. 

It could not be expected that with the means at its 
command the Registration Committee should be able to 
do much in the way of instructing the craft. Even if its 
resources had been much larger than they were the 
Registration Committee could have imparted instruction 
to those only who were willing to receive it ; and it may 
be that the attendance at the lectures actually given did 
little to encourage the belief that many were anxious to 
be taught. 

3. Letters from various persons officially connected 
with County Councils in different parts of the country 
have been put before me in which opinions are ex- 
pressed that the Registration Scheme has been of benefit 
to farriers, and the Council of the Society has also ex- 
pressed an opinion to that effect. 

4. Mr. Dollar, in his letter of 22nd June last, says :— 
“| have made no remarks calculated in any way to affect 
either the honour or the integrity of the Company.” It 
seems to me that in writing this Mr. Dollar must have 
forgotten the letter which he had sent to 7'he Vetersnary 
Record during the previous month. that letter he 
stated that the Company had since 1890 “ incessantly 
excused its almost criminal bluiders by throwing the 
blame on the veterinary surgeons,” and that It bat 


“throughout displayed a cynical indifference to the 
rights and privileges of members of the College.” (I 


Ree., xv., p. 741). From mere stupidity a ‘man may 
blunder, even to the verge of crime ; but without being 
dishonest he cannot persist in throwing the Llame "pe" 
innocent. persons. 

5. From his letter to the Clerk, dated the 25th June 
last, it seems that Mr. Dollar was under the impression 
that I had been entrusted with the «tty of stating 
whether in my opinion “the operations of the Regist 
tion Committee should continue.” This is not the view 
which I take of my position. I understood that [ was 
to look into the question in dispute, and do what n 
could to state those questions and the facts bearing - 
them in such a form as to farnish material which mie" 
be of service to the Court in considering what cows! 
ma be expedient to take. This I have endeavoure 
to do. ints 

In conclusion, [may say that some of | the yr 


raised by Mr. Dollar are matters of opmlen 
wish to commit myself to an unqualified, 
| of the doctrine that “ opinion in matters of op! 


‘not err,” but being convinced that no benefit wou 
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derived by anyone from the expression of my opinion 
on these points, [ have thought it well to say nothing 
about them.” This report was carried at the Court of the 
Worshipful Company of Farriers held yesterday. 

Now, Mr. President, I should like your ruling with 

rd to the resolutions. I moved a resolution— 

he PrestpENT: Perhaps I had better make it clear 
tothe Council. At the last meeting— 

Mr. Dottar: I rise to a point of order. 

The PrEstIDENT : Excuse me, allow the Chair to speak. 
The minutes of the last meeting say “ Mr. Dollar resumed 
the discussion, which he opened at the last meeting of 
the Council, and concluded by moving the following 
resolution,” etc. That resolution was seconded by 
Professor M’Fadyean. Against that resolution Mr. 
Trigger moved as an amendment “That a reply be 
sent,” etc. Mr. Wragg proceeded te support the amend- 
ment of Mr. Trigger, and that is where we now stand. | 
wish to know if Mr. Wragg intends to second Mr. 
Trigger’s amendment, or if he simply means to finish by 
discussing the question, and not second the amendment. 
If not, if Mr. Trigger’s amendment be not seconded, 
then I shall put the resolution. 

Mr. Wrage: May I say what position I thought 
myself in ? 

The Prestpent: I have told you what position you 

arein, but I am quite willing to hear what position you 
think you are in. 
_ Mr. Wrace : I was under the impression that [ was 
in another position, but [ am quite prepared to second 
Mr. Trigger’s amendment, and I do so now ; and there- 
therefore that puts me in order to speak. 

The Prestp—eNt: You are continuing to speak, [ 
understand, in support of Mr. Trigger’s amendment. 
Whether you are seconder or not I do not know yet. 

Mr. Wrage : [ say now that I will second it. 

Mr. Fraser: Would you oblige us, sir, by telling us 
the terms of the amendment ; unfortunately I was not 

ere at the last meeting. 

Mr. Simpson: Might I go a little further than that? 
This matter has been running along for so long .that 
really some part of it is ancient history. May I ask 

that the letter which was received from the Farriers 

ompany be read ; and if there has been any recommen- 

tion from any Committee to this Council may that also 

read? Theother part we are now in posession of, 
how that you have told us what took place at the last 
meeting. 

Mr. Dotiar: The substance of the letter, if I may 
call attention to it, is in the minutes, and it both em- 
Hodies the request and the recommendation. It is that 
apy be sent to the letter stating that in the opinion 
= “ty ouncil the registration of farriers has done very 
a to Improve the art of farriery throughout the 

That was in answer to a question from the 

orshipful Company of Farriers asking for an expres- 
‘ion of opinion. 

; r Wrage : That Was my original motion. 

Mr. TRIGGER: Mine, [ think. 
the aby one : When the letter was first. mentioned, on 
which re 1992, | moved the following resolution, 
Council Have just extracted from the minutes--“ The 
the registration of shoeing-smiths and 
et - the scheme has done a great deal to im- 
f ® art of horse shoeing.” The matter was re- 

erred toa Committ f the whole C il; I ler- 
stood that the ra ee of the whole Council ; L under 

ght to re re ebate wasat anend, and that I had a 

thonght re y on my motion. That is the position I 

motion re = m. You now say that Mr. Trigger’s 

ures seconding, which I bow to. 
ESIDENT: I will read this to you from the 


Sion of oo meeting: “Mr. Wragg, with the permis- 
Mr. Seconder, withdrew his motion in favour of 


Wragg, also with the permission of his seconder, with- 
drew his amendment. Mr. Simpson’s amendment, that 
the letter of the Worshipful Company of Farriers be re- 
ferred to the Council as a whole sitting in Committee, 
was then put as the motion, and carried unanimously.” 
So that the original motion by Mr. Wragg, and the 
amendment by Mr. Dollar were both withdrawn with 
the consent of their seconders, and there was absolutely 
nothing before us. The matter as a whole was re- 
mitted to the Council in Committee, and the Council in 
Committee discussed the matter. After the Council in 
Committee had discussed the matter, Mr. Dollar pro- 
osed a motion, whith was seconded by Prof. M’Fadyean. 
Mr. Trigger proposed an amendment which Mr. Wragg 
has just seconded. That is the position of affairs. Mr. 
Dollar’s motion is before the meeting, on which Mr, 
Trigger has moved an amendment. 

Mr. Stupson : You have made matters very clear, sir, 
but there is just one thing, I think, you omitted to tell 
us. Did the Council sitting as a Committee make any 
recommendation to the Council sitting as a Council ? 

The Prestpent: That the shorthand writer will be 
better able to tell you than I can. It was all taken down 
in shorthand and I have no report. 

Mr. Barrett ; I was under the impression that the 
entire Committee came to some definite conclusion— 
that a resolution was passed before the matter was ad- 
journed. The report, to my mind, is incomplete. I 
have a distinct recollection of Mr. Dollar’s motion being 
negatived—perhaps he will tell us what it was. 

Mr. Dottar: Ido not want to say anything. The 
only motion with which my name is at present connected 
is the motion that stands on the minutes of the present 
meeting. 

The PRESIDENT: Yes ; that is the position of affairs. 
If there are no further remarks to be made we will pro- 
ceed to the vote. 

Mr. Dotiar: It has always been usual to allow the 
proposer of an original motion to reply. 

The PrestpeNnt : Certainly ; said if there were no 
further remarks to be made I would proceed to put it to 
the vote. 

Mr. Dotiar : I desire to make some remarks. 

Mr. Locke: | beg to propose that the motion be now 
mut. 

Mr. Mason: I beg to second that with emphasis ; 
we have had enough of it. 

Mr. Locke's motion, “ That the motion be now put,” 
was then put and carried, fifteen voting for, and one 
against. 

Mr. Triccer’s amendment “That a reply be sent to 
the letter stating that in the opinion of this Council the 
registration of farriers has done very much to improve 
the art of farriery throughout the country,” was then 
put, and carried, twelve voting for and ten against. 

The amendment was then put as the substantive 
motion, and carried, twelve voting for and ten against. 

Mr. Dottar: May I ask that the names be taken. 
(“No,no.”) It is usually permitted. [t is a matter of 
such great importance that the profession should know 
who it is that is voting in favour of bringing into exis- 
tence a number of men who have done an incalculable 
amount of damage to the veterinary profession already. 

The Presipent : Order, please. 

Mr. Dottar: It is commonly permitted to have the 
names taken down on a motion like this. 

Mr. Mason: [ rise to a point of order— 

The PresipENT: The majority of the Council have 
supported Mr. Trigger’s amendment, and it will go rorth 
from the majority of this Council that we send this 
letter, which will be sent. 

Mr. Dottar: Do you refuse to have the names 


taken ! 


“Simpson’s, and Mr. Dollar, after the action of Mr, | The Prestpent : I do. 
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Mr. Doar : I hope that will appear on the minutes. 
The PRESIDENT: It will. 
Mr. And in the Report. 


THE SKELETON OF “ ECLIPSE.” 


Col. Duck: I wish to say a few words about the 
skeleton of “ Eclipse.” Some months ago I casually 
heard that the skeleton of the great horse “ Eclipse” 
was in the Museum, at the top of this house, and out of 
curiosity | went to see it. As it is now, or was then, it 
would require a good judge of a horse to tell that the 
skeleton was that of one of the greatest animals of his 
century. Since then I have met many members of our 

wofession in London who attended the examinations. 
Few knew we had such a valuable possession, and still 
fewer had ever seen it. I heard some time ago that a 
museum asked that we should hand over the skeleton to 
them in order that they might properly preserve it—I do 
not know what museum it was. This, of course, the 
Council very properly refused. [I am not going to 
bother you with the pedigree of “ Eclipse.” But Youatt 
tells us that “Eclipse” is a singular illustration of 
the descent of the thoroughbred horse, from pure 
Eastern blood. The horse was bred by the Duke of 
Cumberland, and at his death was sold for 75 guineas. 
Hereports him as being a thick winded horse, and 
puffed and roared so as to be heard at a considerable 
«listance, and for this reason was not brought out on 
the turf until he was tive years old. He raced for 17 
months, was never beaten and never paid forfeit, and 
won for his owner, Col. O'Kelly, more than £25,000. At 
the stud he was the sire of 334 winners, and these 
netted’ to their owners more than £160,000, exclusive of 
plates and cups. He died in October, 1789, being 25 
years old In teaching his pupils the general conforma- 
tion of the horse and the just proportions of the various 
parts, M. St. Bel, the founder of our College, took this 
extraordinary and unbeaten horse the proper 
standard. He took an accurate scale of the proportions, 
which are too long to give here, but which are quoted 
in Youatt’s book. 1 hope you will agree with me, 
gentlemen, that sucha memento, [ might almost venture 
to call it a national one, should not be relegated to a 
garrett in this house; and | therefore propose that, 
after being re-set, it should be placed in our Council 
Chamber, so that at our annual meetings veterinary sur- 
geons may have an opportunity of seeing the skeleton of 
one of the best horses ever foaled in the world. | move 
“That the skeleton be re-set and placed in the Council 
Chamber.” 

Mr. DoLLar: IL second that proposition. 

Mr. TRIGGER : [ think if the proposition were divided 
it would be a convenience. 

The Prestpent: You mean “ That it be re-set” as one 
proposition, and “That it be placed in the Council 
Chamber ” as another proposition. 

Col. Duck : But if it is placed here it must be re-set ; 
you would not place it in the Council Chamber in its 
present state. 

The PRESIDENT : 

Col. Duck: Yes. 

Mr. DoLLar: second that. 

The proposition was agreed to. 

Col. Duck : I now move that when re-set the skeleton 
shull be placed in this Council Chamber. 

Mr. DoLLar: L second that. 

Mr. Simpson : I do not know whether this may be 


Will you propose that it be re-set ! 


considered an amendment, but [ want to argue against | 


such a course being adopted. I venture to think that 
Weare none too well off for room in this Chamber at 
present. There was a time when this Council was con- 
siderably less in number than it is at present, but with 
the growth of the members of the profession possibly 
the number of the Council may have to be increased, 


and in all ways I think w« should endeavour to secure as nary Surgeon but to the whole profession. 


much room for the conduct of business as possible. | 
am quite with Col. Duck In having a desire that we 
should not hide undera bushel the treasures which we 
possess. The Royal College of Surgeons has a skeleton 
of the Irish giant, but I do not think they would en- 
deavour to put such an interesting specimen of anatomy 
into their Council Chamber. They have a_ proper 
museum ; and I venture to express an opinion that the 
museum of this Royal College is not the garrett that has 
been stated by Col. Duck. It is a museum. I admit 
that it is one which deserves greater care from us, but I 
do maintain that the skeleton of “ Eclipse ” in its present 
position is in its right position. 

The PrEsIDENT: You move that as an amendment ! 

Mr. Simpson : Yes. 

Mr. Carter: I have great pleasure in seconding 
that. I do not agree with it being put into the Council 
Chamber ; it is lowering to the dignity of the Council 
to put a skeleton here; that is my feeling. 

Mr. Triccer : I support Mr. Simpson on the ground 
that I do not think it would be dignitied for us to bring 
our “shop” into our Council Chamber. We have a 
museum and the museum is the proper place. I shall 
be only too glad to see it re-set. 

Prof. Merram: propose another amendment, viz. 
that the whole question be referred to the Museum 
Committee. [have been on the Museum Committee 
for 12 months, and we have never met yet, and I think 
it is about time we should. I think the question should 
be referred to the Museum Committee, and that we 
should report to the Council. 

Prof. SHAVE: I should like to have the assurance of 
the meeting that the skeleton will not be removed 
from the building if it is re-set, but that it should re 
main here. 

Mr. Simpson: May L appeal to Professor Mettam to 

assent to a vote being taken on the resolutions that are 
now before the meeting, and that he would then pro 
ose that the re-setting be left in the hands of the 
Museum Committee. I shall be very pleased to support 
him in that, and | think it would answer every 
purpose, 

Prof. Merram: Very well. I thought this question 
should have been settled by the Museum Committee, 
or should have been discussed by the Museum Commit 
tee before being discussed by the Council. [1 am quite 
willing to withdraw. 

Mr. Nimpson’s amendment, seconded by Mr. Carter, 
“That the skeleton of “Eclipse” when re-set remain !? 
the Museum,” was put and carried. 

Prof. Merram: [ now propose that the matter bet 
ferred to the Museam Committee to carry out Me 
Council’s requirements. 

Mr. Stmpson : | second that. 

Mr. Doar : Two or three words might be added . 
that, namely, To occasionally permit the members 
Council, even though it is not pessible to the 
of the profession, to get into the Museu. 
tried a number of times, in ill 

Mr. Fraser: Is that a resolution! If it is, 1" 


second it. 
Mr. Dotiar: It isa humble prayer! 1 to the 
The resolution, that the matter be referred © | 


“l’s 
Museum Committee to carry out the Count il’s req 


ments, was carried unanimously. 


Tae PRESIDENT AND Mr. Stmpson AND THE 
A. V. WARRANT. 


Mr. Locke: Before the quarterly mee tio! 
closes | would like for a moment’ to call the atte with 
of the members of Council to a question ¢ mnnecte know 
the new Royal Army Veterinary Warrant. Vea 
very well what a great deal of good the 
that Warrant has done, not only to the 
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know that two members of this Council exerted them- 
selves greatly in obtaining that warrant ; I refer to Prof 
W. O. Williams and Mr. J. F. Simpson. I think this 
Council ought in some way to recognise the services 
which these gentlemen rendered to the profession by 
the tact and ability which they displayed in placing 
the matter before the Commission, and I therefore have 
very much pleasure in proposing—‘ That this Council 
desires to place on record its appreciation of the services 
rendered to the profession by Prof, W. O. Williams and 
Mr. J. F. — by the tact and ability which they 
displayed whilst attending the Commission which sat 
to consider the position of the Army Veterinary Surgeon. 

Mr. F. W. Wrace : I have much pleasure in second- 
ing that. 

The resolution was put and carried with acclamation. 

Mr. SIMPSON, in reply, said: Gentlemen, the Presi- 
dent commands me to rise. _ I will not detain you long, 
but simply thank you very heartily for the handsome 
way in which you have recognised the services which 
we carried out at your wish. The various sittings were 
attended by the President and myself, and were at all 
times of a most pleasing character. I need not tell you 
that we tried to get more than we got, but I can assure 
you that we are a little astonished that we got as much 
as we did. Every suggestion made by the members of 
the veterinary profession at that enquiry was received 
most cordially and kindly ; and I can only say what 
great pleasure it would give me at any other time to 
serve on a Committee which was composed of such 
gentlemen who were kindly disposed to the veterinary 
profession. (Hear, hear.) 

_Mr. Hint (Secretary): At the suggestion of Mr. 
Simpson, a letter was sent to Mr. Mulvey expressing 
our regret at his serious illness, and I nave just received 
this telegram : “ Please thank my colleagues for their 
kindly sympathy and good wishes, Mulvey.” 


Novice oF Morton. 


Mr. Wrace : L beg to give notice of the following 
alteration of bye-law: “ Notices of meeting shall be 
issued by the Secretary at least 7 days previous to Coun- 
cil and other meetings, exclusive both of the day on 
which they are issued and the day on which the meet- 
lug shall take place.” 


This concluded the quarterly meeting of Council. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


special meeting of Council was held immediately 

W owng the quarterly meeting of Council. Professor 
-O. Williams presided, and the same members of 
™ Were present as at the quarterly meeting. 

iol le first business on the Agenda was to consider the 
woWIng motion proposed by Mr. Mulvey :— 


“ 
of Fg 7 terms and conditions on which the diploma 
‘tif —_ lege shall be granted to holders of veterinary 
of the Highland and Agricultural Society 
sapling ne shall be :—Evidence of identity, that the 
las not done anything to bring himself within 
£81 siualifications mentioned in Section 6 of the Act, 

= ~e that he pay a fee of £1 1s.” 
Mr. Mulvey is not present ; has he 

Vr. we ody to bring this matter forward ! 

The -senaoe : Isita matter of urgency ! 

iecamee — DENT : No, and it is an unnecessary matter 
thr Is ascale of rules. If someone would pro- 
of the Hie} i, original scale of fees for the registration 
veterinary Vand and Agricultural Society of Scotland's 
think the certificates be printed in the proceedings, I 

. at would meet the case entirely. 
Ve L will propose that. 


The dies Sec wel the motion, which was carried. 


Ing is the registration fee for those whose 


— of the part printed in italics. 


1872, or prior thereto £1 


1 0 
1873 ve 220 
1874 3 3 0 
1875 440 
1876 5 5 0 
1877 6 6 0 
1878 770 


Morion spy Mr. Byrne. 


Prof. Merram: Mr. Byrne is unavoidably absent from 
the meeting of Council. I had a communication from 
him that owing to his duties he could not be present 
here, but he asked me if I would move in his name the 
alteration to bye-law, 76, of which he has given notice. 

Mr. Byrne proposes for your acceptance the following, 
it simply amounts to an addition to the bye-law as it at 
present stands, of the words in italics : 


“76. Each candidate for the oftice of examiner shall, 

at least fourteen days before the date of election, inti- 
mate in writing to the Secretary, either by himself or, 
with his consent, by a member of the R.C.V.S., his desire 
to be appointed, and submit with his application a state- 
ment of his qualifications, and acopy of any testimonials 
he ted possess as to his especial yitness for the position he 
Seens, 
“The name and qualifications of each candidate shall 
be suspended on the notice board at the College, as and 
when received, and appear on the circular convening the 
meeting at which the examiners are to be appointed. 


tach examiner shall be elected for such period, not 


exceeding three years, as the Council may think fit. 


“ Each examiner shall be eligible for re-election. Any 


examiner shall be removed by the vote of two-thirds of 
the members present at any meeting of Council, to be 
confirmed by a special meeting called for the purpose.” 


If it is permissible I would like to amend a certain 
I would place a 
ull-stop after “ qualifications,” and then make it read 


“ Each candidate shall also submit not more than three 
testimonials as to his especial fitness for the position he 
seeks.” 


I think that would make it more specific. 
The PrestpENT: You cannot amend. 
Prof. Merram: | am informed that | cannot amend, 


and therefore I will propose the amendment suggested by 
Mr. Byrne without further words. 


Mr. Dottar: I second that with great pleasure. | 


think it is very desirable that some statement of qualifi- 
cations should be placed before the meeting which is to 
appoint examiners, more especially as, although we have 
amongst our number several gentlemen who are well 
acquainted with the qualifications of aspiring candidates, 
it very frequently happens that the majority have no 
certain basis on i 

addition to the bye-law would fill that gap, an 
it is quite free from any objection. 


The proposed 


think 


ich to form an opinion. 


Mr. Fraser: It occurs to me as one objection vo this 


alteration that we intend to ask candidates to supply 
testimonials. That is the point to which | raise objec- 
tion. Many of our examiners are men of distinction in 
their own departments; and if | might, without any 
invidious distinction, mention Prof. Sims- Woodhead who 
was recently an examiner, I think it would be almost 
infra dig. to ask him to present you with testimonials of 
his qualifications. 
distinction, and I am satisfied, if my judgment in the 
matter is correct, that not one of those men would sub- 
mit to such an ordeal, and the consequence would be 
that we would lose the services of such distinguished 
men. I think we ought to be careful before we shut out 
from ourselves the services that have been rendered by 
distinguished men in every department of science In 
which we are interested. de 
a great mistake. I do not mind at all that the qualifica- 
tions should be mentioned, but to ask the examiner him- 


Several of our examiners are men of 


I certainly think it would be 


Certificates | 
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self to give us a testimonial of his qualifications is,inmy _ Prof. Dewar: That is the same thing. If they think 
judgment, a great mistake. they are sufficiently well known they do not need to 

The PrestpENT: If you will carefully read the sug- submit testimonials. Take the case that was mentioned 
gested alteration you will find it is not absolutely neces- of Prof. Sims Woodhead, his name is quite sufficient, 
sary that these very eminent men referred to must sup- but I have been asked over and over again to vote for 
ply these things. It says “And a copy of any testi- men as examiners whose names I never heard of until 


monials he may possess.” ; shay _ they were brought up and proposed for examiners. That 
Mr. Fraser : What is the object of putting it in then? is not as it ought to be. I, asa Princi al of a school, 
If it is not a necessity why put it in? _however small the school is, ought to have some idea 


Mr. Triccer: I am not always in accord with Mr. whether these men that Iam asked to vote for know 
Fraser, but in regard to this matter I think there can | their subjects. There are very many men_who write 
be no question that he is quite correct, because the bye- | M.R.C.V.S. after their name, engaged in ordinary prac- 
law distinctly says that he shall “intimate in writing, | tice, who are not fit to be examiners without making 
either by himself, or with his consent, by a member of | themselves more cognisant of the particular subject than 
the R.C.V.S., his desire to be appointed, and submit with | they usually are. It is not derogatory to anyone to have 
his application a statement of his qualifications and a to submit a statement of his ee and, us the 


copy of any testimonials he may possess.” President has said, it is done by all the Universities. 

Mr. WartTNABy: He may not possess any. Prof. METTAM, in reply, said, sir, I do not know that 
Mr. Triacer : I think it is rather derogatory to ask a | I have very much to say in reply; I think Prof. Dewar 

man to send us testimonials. has crystallised my thoughts as to the remarks made by 


Mr. Stmpson : I share the view of Mr. Fraser. I think | Messrs. Fraser, Trigger, and Simpson. I certainly join 
that the bye-law as it at present exists answers every issue with them in this. I think that anyone who 
a. It distinctly says that his qualifications must | applies here for the post of examiner should produce a 

stated, and I think that should be sufficient. I can | testimonial that he is a fit and proper person to be en- 
hardly imagine that a man would presume to express a | trusted with that very honourable and onerous office. 
desire to become an examiner to this Board who was | If any member of this Council wished to employ a man, 
utterly unknown to the members of this Council, apart | he naturally looks into his qualifications, and wants to 
from which these qualification should surely be our | know what his testimonials are, and whether he is fit for 
guide. It says in the suggested alteration “and a copy | the office he seeks, and I maintain the same thing ap- 
of any testimonials he may possess as to his especial fit- | plies also with examiners. You, sir, have mentioned the 
ness for the position he seeks.” I think if a man tells | fact, which is within my own knowledge, that Universt- 
you that he has certain qualification by letters after his | ties require from candidates for the post of examiners 
name it surely is the business of the Council of this | testimonials of their fitness for the post. I agree with 
College to say whether he is a fit and proper person to | Prof. Dewar that there are a number of men in the pro- 
act as an examiner. I think that the position of an fession who may be capable of examining in certalll 
examiner should be this—-that he should be rather | subjects, but they should produce evidence to the effect 
sought after than that he should seek. It is a dignified | that they are qualified to examine in the particular sub- 
sition, an enviable position for a man to occupy. As’ ject. Becausea man isa Fellow of the Royal College ¢! 

r. Fraser has pointed out, we have men on this Board , Veterinary Surgeons and applied for the post of exat- 
who would never submit to such an indignity. I am | iner, it does not necessarily follow that he is capable of 
sure that Mr. Byrne and Prof. Mettam have every desire examining in chemistry or biology; indeed, these met 
to improve the bye-laws of this College, but I regret on | require to have special qualifications, but the member 
this occasion that I cannot see my way to vote for the of Council know full well that not only do men send in 
alteration they propose. applications for the post of examiner but they actual 

The Prestpent: | may say that Universities when nominate themselves, and their applications are M0 
they desire to omg examiners usually advertise for accompanied by testimonials. I think it is only right, 
examiners, and those examiners have to send in printed considering the advance that veterinary surgery, veterl- 
testimonials, and I think they are quite on a par with our nary medicine, and veterinary science generally are mak: 
examiners. University professors are quite in the habit ing in this 20th century, that we should have men on 0l" 


of submitting testimonials. | Examination Board about whose qualifications there’ 
Mr. SIMPSON : So is every schoolmaster. ‘can be no quibble whatever, and that is the reason: 
The Prestpent: But why make an exception in the have great pleasure in proposing the alteration suggestet 

case of our Board of Examiners ? Mr. Byrne. 
Mr. Stmpson : Can you assure me that the Royal Col- The amendment, proposed by Mr. Fraser, seconded by 

lege of Surgeons ae such a course ? Mr. Trigger, that the alteration be not made, was then 
The Prestpent: | cannot assure you with regard to— put and lost, only four voting in its favonr. , 

that. I can assure yon about Universities. |” Mr. Byrne’s motion in favour of the alteration being 
Prof. Merram: Every examining Board does. /made was then put and carried, 12 voting for. 


Prof. Dewar : I would like to ask you, as you have, The Prestpent: I particularly ask the members : 
ruled that the proposer of this motion cannot amend it, Council who live in the neighbourhood of London 


whether I can propose an amendment, or must the please try and be present at the confirmatory meetings 

motion be met with a direct negative ? which will be held in a fortnight’s time, so that 4 

The Prestpent : You must give notice for your amend- alteration can be confirmed and not compel Prof. Met 

ment for the next quarterly meeting. This is an altera- tam and Prof. Dewar to come from Dublin and - 
en 


tion of bye-law, Scotland, and others from a long distance, to att 
Prof. Dewar: T am sorry that we cannot do that. As confirmatory meeting. 


Tam on my feet | would like to express the surprise 1 — On the motion of Prof. Mettam, seconded by Mr. Pel 


feel at the remarks which have been made as to the un- Jar. a cordi s was passed to the Pre 
desirability of asking those who apply for the position for ‘Ghar the meeting 
of examiners to the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- minated 
geons to submit some statement of their qualifications ; 
and their fitness for the post. 

Mr. Simpson : No one has taken exception to it. 

Mr. Fraser: I took exception to the testimonials. 
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services are utilised in these young colonies of ours as 


| 
THE VETERINARIAN IN HIS RELATION TO | compared with our old country that is said to muddle 
along—does not it appeal to you that our talent is not 


STATE AND MUNICIPAL WORK.* utilised to the full extent it might be by the Powers 

—_— with municipal work—Il have had, in the City of Man- 
(Continued from p. 448.) chester, to do with veterinary meat inspection, as inspec- 


Mr. A. SprEuLL: A great deal has been said with | tor under the Contagious Diseases Act, and had to do 
regard to the medical officer of health, and also the | for many years with a very large stud of horses—I think 
veterinary officer of health. I think they might very | there is a great deal in what Mr. Lloyd puts before us in 
well run together. I think the veterinary surgeon in his | connection with large towns and cities having what 
own department stands supreme, as far as qualifications | may be called wholeXime veterinarians. Mr. Jones 
are concerned ; and probably I can say with equal truth, | alluded to the point when he spoke of the whole-time 
that the medical officer of health stands supreme in his | veterinarians, the city veterinarians, who did nothing 
own department. Young veterinary students, when | else but Corporation work, having to meet the Com- 
they leave College, yy qualifications which give | mittees. From my experience | know that is a very 
them the ground-work for future study, and it is for | great and large educational power. . veterinary sur- 
each one to write on the slate that which suits himself. | geon closely in touch with a Corporation Committee, for 
They should become day by day more proficient in their cinetionsl purposes alone is a very great centre of use- 
luties, they each acquire their own special knowledge, | fulness. In days gone by, in Manchester, when our 
as they advance in years they advance also in knowledge | meat inspection was done by a butcher, we used oceas- 
and discretion. Therefore we must not allow the im- | jonally to form deputations and wait upon the health 
pression to go abroad that our present graduates leave | authorities, and endeavour to bring under their notice 
college without the necessary ground-work for very | the desirability of getting a veterinary surgeon appointed 
tliciently picking up the duties which will fall to them | to do the work. Ultimately it became an accomplished 
mM their future life. ; ; fact ; but how! The influence that we brought to bear 

Mr, KenDALL (Dumfries): There seems a concensus | as members of the profession ontside the Corporate Body 
of opinion that the veterinary surgeon is the most fitted | succeeded only when a member of our profession got 
act adviser elected to the City Council; and although he only 

Ut the author and the various speakers have omit one amongst over 100, he succeeded in getting, during 
one point which I consider to be of very great impor- | the short time that he was within that corporate bod y,a 

tance, namely, is the oftice which the different Corpora- | veterinary meat inspector appointed. ‘That shows the 

tions offer to veterinary surgeons a suitable one for a | direction in which Mr. Lloyd points—working as mem- 
vetermary surgeon to take! Is it worth his while! Is | bers of the profession on public bodies. On even rural 

position, is the worth | district councils you can be a centre of right 

le acceptance / 1e larger towns can afford to give | to the municipal body itself. I am sure there is no de- 

400d salaries and place a man in a position which is | sire on the cae of od profession to encroach upon the 
worth holding, but it is to the smaller towns that I wish | province of the medical office of health, but we do claim 
particularly to refer. If meat inspection, be it in the | as a profession—and we have sufficient aspiration, | 
largest town or the smallest village, is inefficient, I think hope, to demonstrate and prove it—that we have special 
ihe Veterinary surgeon is very short-sighted if he helps | qualifications, and that we can, as they do in the medi- 

\» bolster up that inefticiency. Rather he should go to | cal wofession, specialise in certain directions. We 

the root of the matter and put the local authority in a | should do our level best to get the veterinary organisa- 

— to —— competent inspectors. I agree with | tion something like what it is on the Continent, and, as 

Mr. Lloyd and with most of the speakers as to the | pointed out by the author, in Italy in particular. But 

‘ternary surgeon being the most suitable man for in- | we ought to make up our minds what it is we want, 

‘pector under a municipal authority, but I consider the | and how best to get it: and in so doing we are only 

‘erage practitioner, or the newly-qualified veterinary | conserving the public interests as they ought to be con- 

— should very considerably improve himself with | served, and studying the best interests of our pro- 

: erence to meat inspection. There is room for very | fession. 

wyiderable improvement. Prof. J. W. Axe: I am very pleased indeed at the 

Jt Epwarp FauLkNer: I think we shall all be | turn which Mr. Faulkner has given to this diseussion. 

freed with respect to the very admirable matter that | | think in the observations which he has made there 

a Loy (has put before us in this vitally up-to-date | are elements upon which we may build something like a 

per on this particular question. rational mode of procedure. He tells us that in the 

thou oat to the subject matter of the paper, | have municipal work with which he was connected they had 

e lee and turned it over in my mind, and endeavour- | sought in the tirst place to show the necessity for the 

in a a what has been the object of the author | encouragement of veterinary officials. | have been struck 

tis on ucing the subject. To my mind, in discussing | this morning with the tendency there has heen to seek 
" _ an ot State and municipal work with regard to obtain new degrees and fresh qualifications, The 
he ex ie Mary application, I think the author, from | question has arisen in my mind, For, what —— are 
vloved renee that he has gained as a gentleman em- | these new degrees and fresh qualifications to be wrought 
!tofession * taunicipal body, wished to put before the | about! Are there at the present time offices which call 
In this mr and before the public the fact that we have | for their existence! It has occurred to me that if this 
properly mse J profession a lot of material that is not | Association would direct its action in such a line - ms 
Vstematic thoroughly utilised ; it is wanting in| bring about the necessity for more highly quali ec 
to what organisation. ‘To demonstrate that he points | officers, it would be commencing at the right end. (Hear, 
as parades place in connection with veterinary work hear.) I shall have your concurrence in thinking that 
States oy eae and organised on the Continent, in the | never before, so far as I can remember, have we had 
of onr ne ee gy and the Colonies. I ask the members | placed before us a paper so well arranged, so methodi- 
read Wee tho Does not it appeal to you when you | cally drawn out, grasping so 
—~__** Me way in which the veterinary profession’s | quirements of the case, as that W hich Mr. Lloy om 

At the meeti | placed hefore us to-day. (Cheers.) He has not only 
 Winderm ®eting of the National Veterinary Association | shown us and pointed out to us existing requirements, 

tre, Sept. 9th, 1903. but he has anticipated those requirements with which 
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they should be supplemented, and he has placed before 
us afew questions which I believe every one of you will 
in the highest sense approve. I should just like to make 
a remark upon some observations which fell from Prof. 
Williams in reference to the duties of veterinary surgeons 
in relation to their clients. I do not think myself that 
those dangers exist which he has suggested or put before 
us as likely to exist. In those contagious diseases 
which are formulated under the Diseases of Animals 
Act the owner is called upon to notify, and the responsi- 
bility rests upon him, the veterinary surgeon having 
nothing whatever to do with it. If the time comes when 
the veterinary surgeon by law is compelled to notify, it 
will then be soon enough for us to take cognisance of the 
fact that our client may perhaps be in some way or 
other interfered with, or that we may not perhaps see 
eye to eye with him the duties which devolve upon us 
mutually. When that time comes it will be sufficient for 
us to discuss the question. I should like to make refer- 
ence, and I should like to hear the views—in order to 
bring us back to the paper—of country practitioners on 
this now burning question of sheep wat 8 All of you are 
aware that there is a general feeling throughout the 


thing in re 
Axe has alluded to the country practitioner, so I should 
like to make a few remarks. 
have very little to do with the officer of health because, 
in the first place, we get nothing for it, and in the second 
place we have not the opportunities for inspecting ani- 
mals that they have elsewhere. 
question of why sheep scab is spread from one farm to 
another I know a great deal, being an inspector under 
the Local Board and the Board of Agriculture. 
seem strange they cannot put down sheep scab in this 
country. People who do not live in the hills but in 
towns, where they are near a policeman and where the 
sheep are under hedged fences, may think it strange that 


seeking in the first place to impress the public with the 
necessity of our assistance, and, having impressed the 
public with the necessity to seek to influence Parliament 
with the view to adopting some measures by which our 
services will be further recognised. 
will come, as I many years ago suggested, wheh a mem- 
ber of our profession will sit upon the General Board of 
Health, and that is really what should be the case. 


I believe the time 


Mr. JaMES McGavin: I did not intend to say any- 
rd to Mr. Lloyd’s excellent paper, but Prof. 


We country practitioners 


With regard to the 


It may 


country that sheep should be compulsorily dipped. The | we cannot exterminate sheep scab; but if you go and 


question with me is as to whether in this country it is 
practicable to adopt a compulsory system of sheep dip- 
ping. Of course we know that in those countries where 
sheep exist in very large numbers, and where perhaps a 
certain number is drafted out twice or thrice a year, 
they are capable of dipping their sheep and getting rid 
of scab. That, practical experience has demonstrated. 
But in this country we have small and numerous flocks. 
Farmers are constantly drafting out afew sheep and 
taking them to market, and perhaps bringing back a few 
more. And what I should like to hear from you who 
are engaged in country practice is as to whether, under 
such circumstances as this, it would be practicable to 
institute a system of compulsory dipping. It is very 
important because there is a pon fs concensus of idea 
that this is a practicable question. Whether it is or not 
isa matter which requires to be worked out. County 
Councils, of course, must be the active instruments in 
effecting that end ; but the question comes whether such 
a system as compulsory dipping could be carried out, 
having regard to the peculiarities of the traffic in sheep 
which exist in this country. In connection with the 
question of tuberculosis, we know very well there are 
certain men engaged in the cattle business who make a 
practice of going from market to market and picking up 
what they call “ piners.” What they do with them I am 
not going to suggest, but they evidently must do some- 
thing with them, and the business must in some way or | 
other be a profitable one. It occurs to me that some 
method should be adopted in order to arrest this traftic 
in diseased animals. That movement should be in the 
direction of empowering or insisting upon County 
Councils inspecting markets, seizing, or knowing where 
these animals came from and whither they go. It seems 
to me that this is a point to which we should, in some 
way or other, give consideration. I was glad to hear 
Prof. McCall refer to the question of the stables. That 
isa very important question. Why stables have been 
so long left unnoticed Ido not know ; but it is perfect 
evident that our horse life is just as worthy of 
consideration as our cattle life. We do not wish 
in any way to usurp the position of the medical officer 
but it is for us to extend to him a helping hand, expect. 
ing in return a helping hand on the other side. Inter- 
communication of animal and human diseases we know 
is very large : perhaps more largely existent than we at 
the present time think ; and we look to the mutual co- 
operation of these two sides of medicine to bring about 
sooner or later, a great reduction in those various 
diseases which intervene between the two orders of 
animals. We can perhaps the better effect. this by 


anot 


see a tract of 20 miles without fence, without a wall, 
without a hedge, then you can form some idea of how 
sheep scab can be communicated from one animal to 

ors and unless you get compulsory dipping through- 
out the whole country, especially wherever you have 
ewes, you will never eradicate it. In our district we 
shall have sheep coming down from the hills to the low- 
lands next month, and they will bring sheep scab with 
them. The sheep will be exposed for sale in the fair: 


you can see nothing at the time, but a fortnight or three 


weeks afterwards a man is able to detect scab amongst 
his flock. What | advise farmers who buy sheep next 
month is this: whenever you buy a score of sheep before 
you put them amongst your own flock, dip them. That 
is a good practice for preventing scab coming into the 
flock. Perhaps there may be fifty different flocks on # 
hill, which are all in communication one with the other: 
and until you get compulsory dipping, and under police 
management, you can never expect to get sheep sca! 
eradicated from the country. With regard to Mr. Lloyds 
excellent paper, I think some of us have a little mist 
derstood each other. I think we all wish for the a. 
tion of the veterinary profession. We have institute 
the Fellowship Degree, and why cannot we institute the 
other degrees ! 
Mr. Huntine: I want to make two remarks. Mr. 
Lloyd has devoted three or four pages of his paper,” 
ointing out what work there is for a veterinary sel = 
i agree absolutely with what he says. There isa st 
deal of work in every large collection of men, 10 every 
municipal borough or county, for the service of poy re 
nary science. I am inclined to think that the hest ne 
to make the thing go is to appoint an_ all-time vetett 
nary surgeon or inspector in each district large enouge 
to employ him. I myself am a veterinary inspector * 
the other kind, aman who is called in when 1t!s thouet 
he is wanted, and paid for what he does. _ It 1s — 
invidious position. Among your own clients po “4 
find a man who does not care about carryis fe Jing 
law, and you have your choice fhen between, —e 
your client or turning public informer. [t Is bat i 
well to look at the question from the lofty idea eed 
is sometimes difficult, and you are apt to fall wg he 
expediency instead of principle. It 1s equally 
with your fellow professional men. You 
mistake; you differ in opinion with him vty nati 
Naturally he looks upon you as wrong : ag ; case of 
ally you look upon him as wrong; and 1) ue f wally 
such a disease as glanders, where the ae » pin 
horses may depend upon the correctness of t th e action 
given, and the rightness or wrongness of t 
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taken, it is very awkward when you and the regular 
attendant in the stable absolutely differ. We are all 
agreed that there is a much larger fiejd for the action of 
a veterinary practitioner than at present is given ; we 
are allagreed that we should do a great deal of good to 
the public, and | take it that most of us are also agreed 
that the public might do a bit more good to us. How 
are we to get these positions! Iam inclined to think 
that we have foolishly neglected local polities. If a 
man is a member of the town Council, Corporation, or 
whatever the local body may be, he is in a position in 
which he can give an Opinion to his fellow councillors 
which will be accepted; he has no fish to fry of his own. 
If you are a member of a local council you can do a great 
deal of good for your own profession, which you cannot 
do ina merely private position. 

Mr. D.G. Davies: I think this meeting owes a debt 
of gratitude to Prof. M’Fadyean for stopping the rot 
that had set in in this discussion. I regret very much 
to have to say so, but I think in opening the discussion 
Mr. Eaton Jones led the way. He was good enough to 
tellus his Sunday duties at Liverpool, whereas as a 
Christain man he ought to have been in church. But I 
repeat that, to my mind, there was no reference to 
this paper in his remarks. We will start on the 
assump ion that we are all agreed that the veterinary 
surgeon is the proper man to undertake the duties of 
meat inspection, dairy inspection, and the other 
subjects mentioned in the paper. I quite agree with 
Mr. Lloyd that the veterinary surgeon is the proper 
man; 1 am further of opinion that the, veterinary 
surgeon, educated as he is to-day, is well qualified to 
undertake those duties. (Hear, hear.) I myself am not 
a whole time veterinary inspector, but partial time. 
Speaking personally, from my own experience I must 
say that L entirely disagree with Mr. Hunting and with 
others who express the opinion that he should be whole- 
time. A veterinary surgeon should be man enough to 
stand tohis guns. In this discussion the element of 
£s.d. has been introduced. It has savoured rather of 
4 trades’ union congress discussion than that of a body 
of professional men. I do not know that there is a 
vetermary who has been more maligned than I have 
been. I have had the misfortune to appear in the 
Police Court in connection with these matters, the 
County Court, and even a higher Court, but I still live 
and thrive. I have, no doubt, lost one or two clients, 
may be [have got three or four more. That disposes 
. the £ s. d. part of the business. Following on what 

Sw about Prof. M’Fadyean stopping the rot Mr. 

raulkner, Prof. Axe, and Mr. Hunting have, if I may 
ry rather anticipated my remarks. In order to gain 

a the ions what you have to do is to start at home 

fort e local Council. There are varions Acts, un- 

ty they are not compulsory, but every urban 
tority can, if it likes, adopt them. There is the 


pleased to say that in Swansea we are ina very unique 


position. The veterinary inspector, I may tell you, has 
equal power to the medical officer on some sanitary 
matters, and it was only got in this way. When the 
Corporation went to Parliament to seek uew powers this 
was included amongst other things. For your informa- 
tion I may say there was no opposition by the Local 
Government Board. I think that will show that there 
is no opposition by the Government Departments. All 
we have to show is the necessity of it, and they will 
grant it. 

With regaard to the remark made by Prof. Axe with 
reference to piners, under the Towns Improvement 
Clauses Act power is given to the person appointed by 
the local authority to seize live animals as well as car- 
cases, and hence the importance of educating our local 
authorities. They have the power, but in the absence of 
anyone reminding them of it they never put it into force. 
I can only repeat what Disraeli once said to his election 
agents, which was repeated by Dr. Griffiths as President 
of the British Medical Association in his address at 
Swansea, namely, “ Educate, educate, educate.” That is 
the secret of the whole position, and once the people are 
properly educated the whole thing will be carried. 

Prof. J. MACQUEEN : | should like to recall the meet- 
ing to their sense of proportion. Is it a fact that this 
question of public health, the inspection of meat, the 
inspection of dairies, the inspection of stables, stands in 
a proper proportion to the other work of the veterinary 
surgeon! Isit not a fact that to the bulk of the pro- 
fession, 75 per cent. of the profession, this question of 
neat inspection, inspection of dairies, etc., is of no possi- 
ble consequence ! Why should we labour! But I am 
willing to recognise that there is a grievance; I am 
willing to recognise that Mr. Lloyd has made out that 
there isa grievance ; and [ ought to compliment him, in 
the first instance, that he has made a splendid effort to 
establish his capacity for carrying out the duties of an 
inspectot properly and to the satisfaction of those who 
employ him. It is an excellent essay, well planned, well 
written, well thought out, and it supplies a great deal 
of information. But | am afraid we are inclined to 
magnity the grievance. No doubt there is a small 
number of veterinary inspectors required by local 
authorities. It reminds me that it is very much akin 
to thé grievance of the Army veterinary surgeon. A 
small number of veterinary surgeons, who like a life of 
idleness and ease, are continually carping at the public 
and prodding the veterinary profession to right the 
wrongs, and to make the life that is too easy still more 
easy. (Laughter.) Now we are asked to join hands and 
endeavour to bring about a kind of state of salvation 
for the inspectors of carcases, the inspectors of cow- 
sheds, and of stables ! 

We have heard to-day that the veterinary surgeon is 


ne Improvement Clanses Act, Section 131, in which 
Men eae authority can, if they like, adopt the Act. 
lie ns th the duty of every veterinary surgeon to en- 
wood an: € people on the Council--I regret to say a, 
pn dteo of them do require a lot of enlightenment | 
Bhar ®show to them that the thing, as at present 

ern not complete, is not thorough, and that 
surgeon an to carry out the duties is the veterinary 
IS 
Caen hot only in the town but in the rural district 

cils, 
Work that } 


the other 
~overnmen 
and that 


ay 
8 for it, they will readily grant it. I am very | 


educated to undertake the duties of the 
post. | do not believe that. (Hear, hear.) The modern 
veterinary surgeon is better educated and better 
qualified, in fact he never was better qualified, and 
is no other man in this country who is better 
qualified to undertake the duties of the position of 
inspector. (Hear, hear.) But the mere fact of qualifica- 
tion should not allow one to forget that the qualifica- 
tion alone will not do. The man who is an M.R.C.V.S. 
will not fill the bill everywhere. Just let us think, Our 
diploma says that Mr. So-and-So is duly qualified to 


practise the art and science of veterinary surgery and 


medicine. We know that, and we know how many are 
able to do so—those who have ye assistants soon 
find out. (Laughter). Are they able? Is it a fact that 
many veterinary surgeons trust them to practice the art 


and science, except under their immediate supervision ! 
| Why should we baulk these facts ? 


Is there any man 
just qualified who is capable of undertaking the inspec- 


le 
le 
at | 
of 
af. 
ld 
xe, 
nd 
ni- 
he 
to 
ler 
ay 
his 
in 
the 
hat 
nd 
all, 
ow 
to 
gh- 
ave 
we 
ow- 
“ith 
ir: 
ext 
fore 
‘hat 
the 
m a 
her: 
slice 
scab 
dls 
eva- 
uted 
» the 
Mr. 
to 
vice. 
great 
very 
oterl- 
way 
eter 
ough 
ught 
py) all 
may 
t the 
nding 
| very 
put It 
por 
ficult 
some 
atu’ elerred 
hink Governn epart- 
aly Was started local fret, 
t Department it would follon 
nt find out that the My ish 
ic wish 


472 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


January 23, 1904 


tion of meat, say in Liverpool or Manchester or else- 
where without some special practice, some special train- 
ing? Hemust acquire it. The same thing occurs in 
every branch of the profession. If we are going to 
share in the function of protecting the health of the 
public it will be in looking after the health of the ani- 
mals, and Prof. Axe properly voiced, I think, the general 
feeling regarding that point. Then with regard to the 
remedies, what are the remedies? Iam only going to 
suggest one ; it has been suggested before, and that is 
to educate the public. I do not quite agree with Mr. 
Hunting, that the proper method is to enter the local 
Councils, and by a system of backstairs influence to 
alter the regulations, or bring about changes in the 
regulations which govern the inspection of meat and 
dairies. There is too much of that already ; the veteri- 
nary surgeon, even in his own Council, does not shine 
- that work, and I think the less we encourage that the 

»tter. 

Gentlemen, we are not ina bad way, but I believe that 
this discussion, and the trend it has taken, has been 
largely brought about by the anxiety that is experienced 
in many places at the advent of the motor car. There 
is not the slightest doubt that new fields of occupation 
will have to be found for the coming veterinary surgeons, 
and there are a few appointment in connection with 
local authorities that may be filled, but certainly those 
appointments will not take up all the unemployed of 
the future generations of students. I really think that 
if it is possible to come to some agreement we ought to 
form a Committee with the object of formulating some 
scheme by which we can approach local authorities in 
the manner which has been suggested, but not particu- 
larised, so as to bring about the more frequent employ- 
ment of veterinary surgeons in connection with the in- 
spection of meat or live subjects. (Cheers.) 

Mr. J. 8S. Lioyp, in reply, said: Gentlemen, I must, 
in the first place, thank you very much for the remark- 
able manner in which you have received my paper. I 
can assure you I feel very highly gratified at the various 
kind remarks which have been made to-day, and I ask 
myself the question whether they are all justified. 

Mr. Eaton Jones speaking of meat inspection and 
dairy inspection, made the remark that he thought the 
sanitary inspector was the best qualified man for the 
inspection of dairies. IL entirely disagree with Mr. 
Eaton Jones in that remark. My acquaintance with 
sanitary inspectors is rather a large one, and for the 
most part they have no desire to mterfere with dairy 
inspection, and many of them have the good sense to 
know that they know nothing at all about cattle and 
their management. The same remark to a great extent 
applies to meat inspectors. Of course there is one class 
of man which no doubt makes a fairly good meat in- 
spector, if not avery good one, namely, a butcher: other- 
wise I do not think there is any man outside the veteri- 
nary profession who is capable of inspecting meat. 

In regard to Prof. Dunstan’s remarks, | am rather 
inclined to think that Prof. Dunstan was misunderstood. 
I sat here and heard all that has been said in regard to 
them, but I do not think he intended his remarks to be 
understood in the way they have been. He made a 
remark about the qualifications of the veterinary ofticers 
of health. 1 quite agree that a member of the R.C.V.S.. 
so far as his qualifications go, as regards education in the 
College, is a competent man to be an inspector but, as 
Prof. Macqueen has just said, the fully fledged and newly 
qualified veterinary inspector is not as a rule as. well 
qualified as we would wish from a practical point of 
view. This is the way I look at it. To give confidence 
to butchers, milkmcn, and so on, the perren appointed 
to carry out those duties must look at them from a very 
practical point of view. i found myself that my ex- 
perience as a veterinary surgecn of 14 years standing 


before I took up the work of public health has stood me 
in good stead. I have said in my paper that a sound 
knowledge of bacteriology, hygiene, meat and dairy 
inspection, sanitary administration, and such matters 
are imperative to the successful veterinary officer of 
health. Iam still of that opinion, and if the veterinary 
surgeon when he comes out of college with his M.R.C.VS. 
degree has not got that—I Will not say he has not, 
because I think he has myself; Iam alluding more 
especially to Prof. Dunstan’s remarks, that he had not, 
although I do not think he intended to say so—he is use- 
less. Professor Williams mentioned the veterinary 
inspector. My idea of a veterinary inspector is what 
Mr. Hunting and several other speakers have mentioned 
—the whole-time appointment, for cities and also for 
counties. Taking a county, as a rule there is plenty of 
work for a whole-time veterinary inspector to supervise 
the laws and other matters relating to animals, and the 
local veterinary surgeon should act under him. 

Ido not see any reason why the veterinary surgeon 
should not have a diploma of public health in exactly 
the same manner as I mentioned was the case in Rome. 
The same remark fell from Mr. Wolstenholme, with 
whom I quite agree. With regard to the question of in- 
sanitary stables mentioned by Prof. McCall, I quite 
agree with his remarks, and I should also be inclined to 
include piggeries. I have found in towns, in thickly 
populated districts, that there are piggeries next door to 
the kitchen in many instances. I have known several 
instances where they have been closed as a_ public 
nuisance since I have been in Sheftield simply because 
they were practically in the house. The Jocal authority 
has no power to close piggeries unless they can prove 
them to be a nuisance. prof. McCall also mentioned the 
question of the reporting of glanders by the veterinary 
surgeons in Glasgow. lam glad to say that the same 
thing holds good in Sheftield; we have only had one case 
of glanders there, and that was found out by a veterinaly 
surgeon, who at once came and saw me on the matter, of 
course with the concurrence of his client, with the re- 
sult that we stopped what might have turned out to bea 
very serious outbreak. One horse was infected and one 
reacted to the mallein test; we destroyed both and 
cleared the stable. Mr. Spreull also mentioned the 
medical ofticer of health and the veterinary officer of 
health. Prof. Axe went on to speak of compulsoly 
sheep dipping. I think myself that the order which has 
just fate y been brought into force by the County Cou 
cil of the West Riding is likely to be of good service 
They have framed an order whereby al] sheep bronght 
into the county must be dipped within seven cays, Uw 
less they are going to be killed within those seven % 
That I'think really follows on what fell from Mr.- . 
Gavin. I quite agree with him that there are @ baie 
number of sheep on the hills in Wales and ( umber ok 
and other places, where the flocks are always affe he 
with sheep scab, which never dies ont. True, during - 
month of July there were only 12 cases reported, | na 
that does not mean to say there are no more thal! pow 
of sheep scab in Great Britain. In conclusion, | ae 
like to say that to-morrow afternoon, when the set 
tions are brought forward, I shall move the follov of 
resolution :—“The members of the National 
Association, recognising that the sanitary 
the meat and milk supplies is of vital imports oi, 
health of the general public, are of opinion that pret 
has now arrived when such supervision should +. set: 
ducted on uniform and scientific lines under meponsibl 
tion of a National Board, having at its head a res!’ er 
Minister of Public Health and on its ace 
expert medical and veterinary officers.” (Cheers. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 vo 1903. 
Summary oF Returns, WEEK ENDING JANUARY 16, 1904. 


Foot- Glanders | Rabies. 
Anthrax. [| aud-Mouth | (including Cases Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. 
Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- | Slaugh- 
reak:| mals. fbreaks| mals. tad mals. | Other breaks. | tered * 
Week ended January 16, 1904 | 28 [2% 6] .. | 85 
1903 i 13 | .. oy. |... | 
Corresponding week in 1962 os 17-22 oe os 27. 40 os os 35 
1901 sa 225 22 | 52 | 28 
Total for 3 weeks, 1904 57, 70 oe 71161 oe oe 89 | 477 
1908. .. |.. .. | os | 
Corresponding period in | 3902 4967 oe 73 1 118 | (881 
1901 oe 31 42 es ee 68 145 oe 1 99 | 513 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 19th, 1904. 


OUTBREAKS OF SWINE FEVER, ANTHRAX, | 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 


that has been much studied by bacteriologists. While, 
‘at present, this discovery has more of a scientific than a 


AND GLANDERS, AND CASES OF RABIES IN | popular interest, the ultimate results may be of con- 


Year. 


1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 


Save for trivial increases in 1899 and 1903 there has 
a. steady decline in the prevalence of swine fever. 
4st year’s outbreaks of 
I897, and it is « 


103, after none in Lf 
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IRELAND, 1898 TO 1903. 


Swine 

Fever. Anthrax. Glanders. Rabies. 
319 2 6 132 
321 ] 9 92 
233 2 10 15 
220 2 3 2 
166 — 10 — 
172 4 4 2 


“Ince 1884.—-The Times. 


‘ ers were the fewest since 
tal quite possible that this disease may event- 
ally be got rid of. Despite the two cases of rabies in 
afford t 02, the figures in the rabies column 

td the strongest grounds for the hope that Lreland, 
e from this dangerous dis- 
that the Muzzling of Dogs 
on July 1, 1897, since 
valence of rabies has rapidly diminished. 
itbreak of pleuro-pneumonia in Lre- 
92, and none of foot-and-mouth disease 


EXPERIMENTS WITH ANTHRAX BACILLI. 


The dreaded disease 


pearance amongst the cattle of New Zealand. In 
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resulting in an important 
ren Made nection with the germs of anthrax, have | 
Rist to the Pal by Mr. J. A. Gilrnth, who is Patho- | 
al ublic Health Department, as well as chief | 
8€ veterinary department of the colony, 

erly @ pupil of the celebrated Drs. Roux, 
» and Nocard at the Pasteur Institute, Paris. 
ruth can ascertain, he appears to have 
covery in regard to anthrax, a disease 


r. Gil 


WELLINGTON, Dec. 
of anthrax has made its ap- 


3. 


the 


and 


siderable economic value. The series of experiments 
that Mr. Gilruth has conducted prove that an animal, 
particularly susceptible to anthrax, such as a guinea-pig 
or a rabbit, will resist such virulent doses of anthrax as 
can only be described as enormous, provided the germs 
are mixed with a greater quantity of another species of 
microbe that, in itself, must be non-pathogenic, or in- 
capable of producing any disease. With a microbe 
possessing some pathogenic properties absolute resis- 
tance to the anthrax germ with which it is mixed is not 
conferred, but death does not occur from anthrax until 
three or four times the usual period after inoculatien has 
elapsed. For example, a guinea-pig or rabbit inoculated 
with an infinitesimal dose of a pure culture of anthrax 
bacilli always succumbs within froin 24 to 48 hours after 
inoculation ; yet Mr. Gilruth has administered, hypo- 
dermically, ten drops of broth culture of virulent anthrax 
bacilli, mixed with double the quantity of an innocuous 
organism, tc a rabbit, and the rabbit has not evidenced, 
at any time, the slightest inconvenience, whereas a rabbit 
that received half a drop of the same anthrax culture in 
a pure state, succumbed within 36 hours. The first 
organisiun experimented with was an accidental short 
bacillus varying from almost a coccus to almost the 
length of B. typhosus. It is non-motile, does not stain 
by Gram’s method, grows readily in gelatine, forming in 
two days adefinite growth with irregular edges and a 
faint bluish tint. On agar it forms a thick colony 
growth in from 18 to 24 hours at 37 C. It does not 
grow on potato, does not coagulate milk, and fornis, 
gradually, a thick scum onthe surface of broth, which it 
renders very cloudy. In addition to this bacillus, ex- 
periments were made with the ig nae pyogenes 
of different origins, with Gertner’s bacillus (B. enteri- 
tidis), and with B. coli, the two last being sub-cultures, 
many generations distant, from cultures originally 
secured by Dr. Makgin, of Auckland, from the London 
Hospital. 

Mr. Gilruth has also found that by these inocula- 
tions a certain degree of immunity can be conferred, as 
has been proved by the fact that rabbits that have been 
several times inoculated with the mixed cultures are 
now able to withstand an injection of anthrax bacilli, 
sufficient to kill twenty or thirty cattle. As to the 
cause of the phenomena he has observed, Mr. Gilruth 
advances a theory based upon Metchnikoff’s theory of 
phagocytosis, but admits that owing to pressure of 
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ofticial duties and the magnitude of the work required to 
thoroughly follow out the line of investigation he has CORRESPONDENCE. 
begun, any explanation he may advance can only be 

considered as tentative. If, however, this phenomenon 


be further investigated, he thinks it may possibly afford ‘ ON 
a surer and more satisfactory method of conferring im- | a; THE REGISTRATION COMMITTEE, 


munity against anthrax, and possibly against, other Will you kindly inform me through the next issue of 


diseases than the methods now in vogue.—7he 7'imes. your valuable journal whether, in your opinion, the 
ae egistration Committee will consider it disgraceful con- 
Lambs and Sheep Killed by Trifolium. duct in a professional sense if I write a letter to a far- 


rier’s customers and inform them if they are not yet well 
suited, that I can charge them less for shoeing than the 
man already in attendance. Furthermore, if I am ever 
successful in becoming a member of the Council may | 
with impunity tout for another practitioner’s customers 
and then sit in judgment on a man, not a member of the 
Council, who perhaps does the same as I do as a Council- 
man.—Thanking you in anticipation. 
A WovuLp-BE TouTer.” 


A remarkable cause of fatality in sheep has been re- 
ported to the Leicestershire Agricultural Society by 
their consulting chemist (Dr. Bernard Dyer). He states 
that some dense, tough balls, varying from the size of a 
walnut to nearly that of a tennis ball, were found in 
some lambs which had died. 

These balls consisted of a very dense felt, which on 
examination he found to consist entirely of the minute 
hairs which are found on the stalks, and particularly in 
the flower heads, of ordinary trifolium. The animals 
had been fed on trifolium hay. These hairs are indiges- 


tible, and each hair bears on itself a number of serrated ? LOR COUN vere 
points or spikes, which cause the hairs to “felt” together Sir, REPORTS OF COUNCTL RESTINGS. 


in this remarkable way. Ith — 
: as very often occurred to me that it would be 
Dyer adds that Dr, Voelsker almost at the very useful for prrposes ifthe minutes of 
balls found in sheep which bad similarly suffered in the Bagel of 
y § could be cbtained as reprints of the impressions in The 
another part of the country, and in that case also the Veterinary Record. They would be so much easier re- 
animals had been fed on trifolium hay.—Wews of the | ferred to, the interest maintained, and the proceedings 


World. kept together. To effect this cannot you arrange with 
your publisher to issue at regular intervals, or imiunedi- 
Veterinary Surgeon and Jury Service. ately after the printing of the minutes, a reprint In 


At West Bromwich County Court, Mr. H. J. Dawes, | pamphlet form at a nominal cost, or if not in pamphlet 
veterinary surgeon, was summoned to serve as a juror. form in strips printed on one side only. It may not 
When the Judge took his seat Mr. Dawes applied to his | too late for that report issued yesterday to commenee 
Honour for exemption from service, and pointed out| the number. The first meeting of 1904 would be a 
-that it had been decided in a case in the High Court that suitable period.—I remain, yours faithfully, _ 
veterinary surgeons were exempt, and in pursuance of 6 Royal Terrace, W. i M. HEDLEY. 
this in a number of cases exemption had been granted. Kingstown, Co. Dublin. 

The Judge said he had no knowledge of the case or 'We shall be glad to strike off proofs of each Councl 
decision, and the only grounds upon which he could } report and forward one to any subscriber on payment of 
grant evemption were physical disability or some press- | postage. Application for these must be made in advmn 
ing professional engagement. Ultimately the Judge | as only the required number will be printed. The type af 
said he could not release Mr. Dawes that day. His| the first part of this report was distributed before ot 
Honour, however, allowed the applicant to leave the | correspondent’s letter arrived.—Ep. | 
court for about two hours until the case in which he — 


was summoned was called on.--7'he Birmingham Dail 
Y Western Counties V.M A. Correction.—!n the 


report which appeared last week, p. 448, section + 0 

Mr. Harvey’s paper should read “ The clinical (port 

Surra, Nagana, and Caderas. (not temperature) of the post-orbital region ” ; and om 

Laveran and Mesnil have obtained the virus of Nagana | p- 452, last line but two of second par., in speakinig of & 

from Zululand, of Caderas from South America and of | mouth gag, read Revelation instead of “ ieliance. ~ 
Surra frem Mauritius, into which island it has been! Yours faithfully, “OVA 
introduced from India, in order to determine the question | ~ Witttam Ascorr, President W.C.V.M- 

of their identity. week the 


Correction.—In the obituary notices last 


From microscopic examination of the three forms of i. It 
virus and from experiments performed upon goats the we br graduation of Mr. Legge was printed 
authors are of opinion that although each disease is | 520" d read 1879. — 
caused by an intra-corpuscular Trypanosoma, they are |= ee ree 
not identical but each one a separate morbid entity.—| Communications, Books Parens RECEIVED 
Revue Vétérinaire. G. Mayall, C.H.Huish, C.M. Holmes, F.- L. 
| age. I. H. Hayes: Weekld 
** Points of the Horse,’’ by Capt. M. H. Hayes: 
ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. | Telegram (Winnipeg), Birmingham Daily Post. 
Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, PALL Matt, Jan. 15. We shall be obliged by early intelligence 
essiol, 


Vet.-Lieut.-Col. T. Flintoff, D.S.O., retires on retired | worth bringing under the notice of the prote 
pay. thankful to any friends who may send us cutti 
Lieut. A. 8. Head is seconded for service with the | local.papers containing facts of interest. al 
__ Egyptian Army. 5 | Original articles and reports should be singe and 
Middlesex Imperial Yeomanry (Duke of Cambridge's | side only of the paper and authenticated by the ser 
Hussars). — Vet.-Lieut. H. G. Simpson resigns his! addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publica 
ommisssion. 
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